
 

Elementary Section Steering Committee  
 
The Elementary Section Steering Committee (http://www.ncte.org/elem) is responsible for the governance of 
NCTE's Elementary section. 
 
No report submitted. 
 
Sandra Wilde, Chair 
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Middle Level Section Steering Committee 
 
The Middle Level Section Steering Committee (http://www.ncte.org/middle) is responsible for the governance of 
NCTE’s Middle Level Section. 
 
This year the Steering Committee members have continued their service to the Middle Level Section in three ways:  
(1) planning their sponsored sessions for the annual November convention; (2) soliciting nominees for, and 
selecting winners of, the Richard W. Halle award and Outstanding Middle Level Teacher honor; and (3) beginning 
to build and articulate a strategy to involve members throughout the year through social media. 
 
Elections and New Committee Members 
 
Our Middle Level Section Steering Committee (MLSSC) meetings in Boston last November were attended by newly 
elected member-at-large Zanetta Robinson (St. Petersburg, FL) and newly elected Steering Committee members 
Amy Gutierrez Baker (Confier, CO) and Jason Griffith (Carlisle, PA). 
 
In the Spring 2014 elections, Christopher Lehman (Bronx, NY) and Laurie Sullivan (High Rock School, Needham, 
MA) were elected to membership on the MLSSC.  They will join us at our steering committee meetings in 
Washington, DC, in November and we are delighted to have them.  In additional voting, Matthew Skillen was 
elected to the role of chair of the MLSSC, effective at the close of Convention in Washington, DC.   
 
2014 Conference Planning 
 
The MLSSC is excitedly planning for a Middle Level Mosaic.  Where we were excited to offer three successful 
middle level sponsored sessions in Boston, a return to the Mosaic format is in response to member request and a 
vote of the MLSSC in November.  Speakers this year will include Chris Crutcher, James Dashner, Teri Lesesne, Linda 
Rief, Alan Sitomer, and Jeff Wilhelm.  The chairs of the 2014 Mosaic are Mike Roberts and Michael Volkoun. 
 
The Get-Together speaker will be T.A. Baron.  Our luncheon speaker will be Joseph Bruchac. 
 
Middle Level Section Awards 
 
Fran Squires, an educator who has “demonstrated excellence in teaching English Language Arts and inspired a 
spirit of inquiry and a love of learning in [her] students,” has been selected as the recipient of the 2014 
Outstanding Middle Level Educator Award. 
 
The Richard W. Halle Award, an award that honors a middle level educator who has consistently worked to 
improve the quality of middle school education and middle school educators especially in the English language 
arts, will be awarded to Jeff Golub. 
 
Voices From the Middle Journal 
 
This continues to be an area of needed attention and additional collaboration, given that we will be interviewing 
new editors in November and seek a much closer tie between the MLSSC and the journal (as appears in our 
masthead).  A significant portion of our Washington, DC, meeting time will be dedicated to this topic, and we are 
extremely hopeful that the VFM editors will join us. 
 
Future Plans 
 
In an attempt to capture some of the recent momentum in the social media professional development 
opportunities seen in #engchat and book clubs housed within Facebook, the middle level section is working to 
develop an online presence in twitter, Facebook and other social media outlets. Our goal is to start connecting 
more deliberately with our membership, offering access to learning opportunities throughout the year.  The first 
will likely be held this December, building on the energies of convention. 
 
Sara Kajder, Chair 
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Secondary Section Steering Committee 
 
The Secondary Section  Steering Committee (http://www.ncte.org/second)  is responsible for the governance of 
NCTE's Secondary Section. 
  
Continued Engage Now! as an ongoing effort to provide trusted and immediate micro-lessons for secondary 
teachers. This initiative has experienced a great reception from teachers, and as a concomitant result, Section 
members are monitoring and contributing more to the Secondary Level and Teaching and Learning Connected 
Communities. Katie Greene and Section members will continue to encourage and foment participation.  
 
Our initiative to inform Secondary Level of meetings and conferences of CEL and Whole Language via CC and blog 
is ongoing, and we hope has helped in attendance.   
 
Our "Did You Know? Segment for Secondary Level," aimed at providing teachers with bite-sized information on 
policy, court rulings, resources, and at encouraging teachers to take part in Advocacy Day, is in its infancy. We are 
hoping to continue and grow this initiative.  
 
Our initiative to remind Section members of their duties throughout the year will be reiterated at convention: 
reading proposals, contributing to EJ, preparing an Engage Now! for each month. 
 
Using the success experienced with advising and mentoring members who wanted to propose a convention 
session in 2013, the Section has continued its effort in this area. 
 
Our initiative to read and contribute suggestions and ideas to teachers via Connected Community continues. 
 
Jocelyn A. Chadwick, Chair 
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College Section Steering Committee 
 
The College Section Steering Committee (http://www.ncte.org/college) is responsible for the governance of NCTE's 
College Section. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
In February 2014, CSSC convention program reviewers met in Boston and reviewed the online proposal reviewers 
to showcase teaching, learning, and research led by community college and university professors, as well as their 
students, to advance English Studies and higher learning. Based on the feedback and convention theme “Story as 
the Landscape of Knowing,” the reviewers organized the program and presentation sessions to include topics such 
as digital literacies, multidisciplinary literacies, popular culture, storytelling approaches, human diversity, language 
studies, and composition studies.  
 
In April 2014, the CCCC executive committee discussed our proposal to have the Ohmann Award winner 
announced, by the CCCC Program Chair, during the CCCC Awards Session at the CCCC Annual Convention.  
Beginning March 2015, the award will be announced at its Awards Session in Tampa. 
 
In May 2014, Clancy Ratliff was elected as our incoming Assistant Chair. The term begins following our Nov. 2014 
meeting. LuMing Mao’s term and position as Assistant Chair ends this year. Clancy is an Assistant Professor and 
Director of First-Year Writing in the Department of English at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
In collaboration with the Secondary Section, the CSSC will be co-presenting a panel session titled “Common Core 
Whisperers:  What Educators Are Doing to Link Standards from High School through College.”  Presenters include 
the CSSC and SSSC chairs, Andy Anderson (Johnson County Community College, Overland Park, Kansas), and Nina 
Davis (Guilford County Schools, Greensboro, North Carolina). 
 
Our featured presenter during our College Celebration will be Doug Hesse who will speak on creative nonfiction 
and stewardship in writing studies. Moreover, in collaboration with the Conference on College Composition and 
Communication (CCCC), we will host Peter S. Cook as our luncheon speaker with a live performance by the Flying 
Words Project, an American Sign Language poetry troupe with a “language of moving pictures.”  
 
In April 2014, The CSSC submitted a recommendation to the CCCC Executive Committee to consider a discussion 
about a task force to collect data on hiring practices.  A recommended outcome was the development of a position 
statement with recommendations on “Best Practices in Searches and Hires for Rhetoric/Composition” for our 
discipline.    
 
Lastly, program ideas for the 2015 annual convention (Minneapolis) were collected in Nov. 2013 and will be further 
discussed with CSSC proposal timelines in Fall 2014 and prior to our convention meeting. Every efforts is being 
made to seek scholars and researchers in the greater Minneapolis area and Canada to contribute to our 
programming by submitting proposals for collaborative sessions. 
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
It may benefit all the sections if we had clearer insights on how the National Center for Literacy Education 
addresses PK – 16 literacy education and research needs and ways to strengthen teacher advocacy and literacy 
research to reflect collaboration, multiple literacies, and disciplinary literacies. 
 
R. Joseph Rodriguez, Chair 
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